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The University of Northern Iowa Permanent Art Collection is a vital cultural and educational 
resource for UNI students, university staff and faculty, and the greater Cedar Valley community. The 
Director of the UNI Gallery of Art, the members of the Exhibitions and Permanent Art Collection 
Committee, and the Head of the UNI Department of Art are entrusted with the maintenance, 
development, and advocacy of the Collection. 
The UNI Permanent Art Collection includes nearly 3,000 two- and three-dimensional art objects 
acquired since the 1930s primarily through donations. The vast majority of artworks are 20th century 
prints, paintings, photographs, and sculpture representing a remarkable cross-section of nationally 
and internationally known artists. Selections from the Collection are displayed continuously through 
rotating mini-exhibitions in the Gallery and as temporary loans of objects to university offices and 
local and regional art centers. 
"Collections are formed in different ways, e.g., some through the thoughtful decisions of a single, 
well informed, and well-healed person, others accumulated through various types of donations. In 
each case, at a certain point, a critical number is reached giving the collection its own personality, 
something akin to Luigi Piradello's play, Six Characters in Search of an Author. While works of art are 
what they are and should be viewed and appreciated for just that, they also serve as witnesses for all 
sorts of inquiries: It's up to the viewer/ curator/ investigator to probe. Perhaps we can paraphrase 
Paul MacKendrick's The Mute Stones Speak· The Story of Archaeology in Italy, and talk about how 
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5 Pablo Picasso 
Untitled, from Suite 156, ed . 17/50, etching, 1970, 18.625" x 23 .25" 
UNI 1984.084, Gift of G. Michael Conlee, NY, NY 
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6 Josef Albers 
Homage to the Square : Blue Call, oil on aluminum, 1955-8, 17.5" x 17.5" 
UNI 1959 001, UNI Department of Art Purchase . 
Photo. Molly Wade 
7 John Dabour 
Untitled, pastel, 1896, 19.75' x 155" 
UNI 2001.011, Gift of Solomon Magid, NY, NY. 
Photo Molly Wade 
8 Dr. Harold Edgerton 
Milk Drop Coronet, dye transfer photograph, 1957, 25.75" x 21 .75" 
UNI 2004.002, Gift of James P and Anne W. Harrington . 
Photo Molly Wade 
9 George Grosz 
Fancy Dress Ball, watercolor, 1929, 18.5" x 24.5'' 
UNI 1959.005, UNI Department of Art Purchase (Corley Colin Fund) 
Photo. Molly Wade 
10 Antonio Moro 
A Nobleman, 011 on canvas, c.1565, 435" x 30.25" 
UNI 2000.003, Gift of Jimmy Silber, NY, NY 
Photo: Molly Wade 
11 I Bela Petheo 
Portrait of James Brewer, oil on canvas, 1966, 42 25 x 29 75· 
UNI 1975.023, Gift of Mrs Mel Finkelstein, Cedar Falls, IA 
1 
Photo Molly Wade 
12 Philip Guston 
No. 6, oil on canvas, 1952, 48" x 36" 
UNI 1955.004, UNI Department of Art Purchase (Dr. J.W. Maucker Fund). 
Photo• Molly Wade 
13 Ken Little 
Prey, leather and vinyl shoes, gloves, belts, electrical wire, and Bible pages, 1986, 33" x 18" x 16" 
UNI 1997 029, Gift of Lois and Norman Jones, Davis, CA. 
Photo : Molly Wade 
14 Rembrandt Harmenszoon van R1In 
Rembrandt's Mother Seated at a Table, etching, c. 1631, 6" x 5.25" 
UNI 1985.127, Gift of Emmett M. Steele, Jr. 1n honor of Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Steele, Sr. 
Photo Molly Wade 
15 Arthur Szyk 
The Szyk Haggadah, premier limited edition comprised of 16 obIects, inkIet print on vellum, Tsumug, silk 
and rayon clamshell box, goat-skin leather binding, 2008 (original edition, 1940 .) 
UNI 2008.004 - UNI 2008 004.1 5, Gift of UNI College of Humanities & Fine Arts, Cedar Falls, IA. 
Photo: Molly Wade 
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